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KENNECOTT TO PROVIDE PUBLIC UPDATE ON
TAILINGS I MPOUNDMENT MODERNIZATION PROJECT

Magna, Utah (July 1) - Kennecott Utah Copper Corporation (KUC) is holding public

r"-tings and conducting site tours during the coming weeks as part of the process of
providing updates about its Tailings lmpoundment Modernizatiqn Project. Construction

of this g50d million project commenced in early 1996 and is scheduled for completion in

early 1999, providing tailings storage for approximately the next 25 years' In addition to

desiribing the 3200 acre north expansion, KUC will also discuss measures to
safeguard the public in the vicinity of the existing impoundment and address their

concerns on seismic issues.

"Kennecott Utah Copper is taking the same proactive approach to its Tailings

lmpoundment Modernization Project that we have taken with all environmental matters

affecting sunounding communities," said Tom Albanese, Vice President Engineering &

Technicll Services. Since tho tailings were first stored in the impoundment in the early

1g00s, tailings management techniques have been developed considerably- He noted

that construction work on the north expansion is nearly 80% complete. Tailings will

begin to be stored in this new facility in early 1999, and shifted entirely over to this new

facJtity over the next four to six years. This transition will allow for improved dust control

and new wildlife habitat.

The Inland Sea Shorebird Reserve, a 3800 acre wetlands enhancement site north of

the modernization project, first received water in February 1997. Albanese noted that

the improvement to dite in wildlife habitat and increased site usage by shorebirds and

other wildlife has been an exciting success story, with a dramatic increase in blrd usage

and a substantial increase in species diversity.

Mr. Albanese said that Kennecott shares recent public concern regarding seismic risks

in the Salt Lake Valley. "As a responsible cornpany, we have conducted extensive

studies of the possible effects on our tailings impoundment of a major earthquake.
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According to a publication of the Utah Geological Suruey, such an event would likely

occur about once every 1350 years," Mr. Albanese said; "While no matter how

improbable an earthquake equivalent to around seven on the Richter scale might be,

we have been instituting further measures to mitigate its effect and safeguard the

public," he said.

These measures are based On 'probable' and 'worst Case' scenarios Of a major

eanhquake occurring every 135O years and were provided by two independent

geotechnical engineiring firms. They include improving the stability of the

impoundment and substa-ntially reducing the potential runout of tailings, if such a maior

earthquake occurred during ihe next few years, by accelerated dewatering of the

southeast corner of the [resent impourrdment. Additional protection to nearby

residentiat areas through ttre construction and landscaping of 15' high earthen berms,

and installation of an electronic roadway notification system to wam motorists are also

planned this year.

"KUC has been looking carefully at every possible effect during the planning and design

of our Tailings lmpoundment Modemization Project. Protective measures already taken

will be enhanced by what we are now planning. We are pleased to have the

opportunity to discusi these with the Magna community as well as with the appropriate

local and state governmental authorities," said Mr. Albanese.
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